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CAMP HILL PLANNING EMPOWERMENT MEETING 

This Saturday, November 13th, the Camp Hill PACERS Chapter will host a meeting at Edward Bell High School. Participants will gather from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. to discuss a wide variety of topics designed for "Empowering The People/Students".

Now that their community has successfully run a community garden, they want to look toward the future and talk about issues that will be important to sustain them and build more great outcomes. Subject matter will include: Grantwriting, Marketing, Financing, and USDA Resources available to Gardners and Farmers.
AQUACULTURE TEAMS UP WITH GADSDEN STATE COMMUNITY COLLEGE AND AL COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE

PACERS Aquaculture, along with partners Gadsden State Community College and the Alabama Cooperative Extension Service presented an Aquaculture Workshop at Florala High School on July 29th.
The workshop was attended by approximately 20 PACERS members from four counties, including Lee, Covington, Escambia and Monroe. Presentation were made by Dr. Hugh Hammer of Gadsden State Aquaculture, P.J. Mayes and Claude Reeves of the Cooperative Extension Service. Subjects included grant writing, volumetric displacement, the nitrogen cycle, biofiltration and water quality.

Lunch was provided by PACERS.

AUBURN UNIVERSITY HOSTS PACERS COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER WORKSHOP 

On Thursday, September 16, approximately 50 students, sponsors and community members attended a one-day workshop hosted by the Department of Communication and Journalism. Dr. Jennifer Adams conducted a Design and Layout session, that focused on teaching students and sponsors how to use Quark XPress software, and evaluate layout options for their own community papers. PACERS' own Andrew Goetz exposed students to a practical session on camera use, which highlighted the capabilities of their own Canon EOS cameras, best practices for good photo taking, how to upload and manipulate images, and how to navigate the photo editing software package, Adobe Photoshop. Nikki Lane discussed the options for Online Journalism and helped students, sponsors and community members use a free, online blog service to create their own presence on the web. Finally, The Auburn Plainsman staff took students on a tour of their offices and showed students how to report and upload stories to their website.

PACERS COMMUNITY GARDEN WORKSHOP A BIG SUCCESS

The Community Garden Project brought together 25 individuals from across the state on Tuesday, September 21. The meeting took place at The Marriott in Prattville and was co-sponsored by The Mathews Center, with a short overview of their work given by Lydia Atkins. Project overviews were given by participants in Camp Hill, Florala, Huxford, Packer's Bend and Section. Topics of discussion ranged from the basics of starting a garden and finding volunteers to preserving food and creating roadstands by which to generate income for the garden and thereby the community. Dr. Jack Shelton posed questions to the participants and encouraged presenters to tell the story of their community garden, as a way to share information and build a knowledge-base for future gardens.

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER PROJECT - FALL EDITIONS UPDATE

The Lion's Roar has completed its first edition of the year, and went on sale on September 24th. The project's sponsor, Susan Stockman, has created a Facebook Group to keep their 253 members (and growing) in-the-know about current events and happenings. If you are on Facebook and want to join, simply search for "The Lion's Roar" or click here to go to their Group Page (if link fails, after you login to FB, simple search for "The Lion's Roar").

Camp Hill's Afterschool Program has been powering away on their first edition as well, hitting the press just last week on Wednesday, October 27th. The Camp Hill Chronicles plans to produce their second edition before Christmas.

No small feat - Red Level Elementary, the newest member of the Community Newspaper Project, has already printed their first edition and are hard at work on edition two. Kudos go to Principal Rodney Drish, Brenda Johnson (sponsor), and the stellar group of 5th grade students who have worked hard to accomplish this great task!

Florala's Newspaper has made its debut - online. Experimenting with a new way to get the word out to their communities, Florala High School has taken their message online, utilizing a free weblog hosting provider for their very own blog. The Scratch Pad has categories that include articles about the Community, FHS, Gaming, PACERS, Photography, Sports and WSH. They even have an online advertising sponsor in their Sponsors section! See what's happening on The Scratch Pad!

Stay tuned here and on our Communtiy Documentation Blog for excerpts from all four of these newspapers!

SAND ROCK PACERS CHAPTER TO START COMMUNITY DOCUMENTATION PROJECT

Community members gathered at Town Hall on September 23rd to discuss their ideas for a history project for Sand Rock. PACERS Community Documentation Project funds were used to purchase FlipHD cameras for interviews. Tammy Stevens, a Community Documentation expert from Section High School, was there to help explain the process and support Sand Rock participants as they learn to use the cameras and put together their plan for interviews and end products. Stay tuned for more information about this project!

ADOBE PHOTOSHOP AND QUARK XPRESS TUTORIALS NOW ON-LINE

Steele Middle School teacher Jayson England, assisted by professional photographer and PACERS consultant, Andrew Goetz, has created four on-line video tutorials that are designed to assist PACERS newspaper staffs with mastering the industry standard softwares in photography and newspaper layout design.

The two Photoshop tutorials demonstrate photo downloading and editing.  The Quark Xpress tutorials introduce new project creation and   Toolbar understanding.  To view the on-line tutorials please click the following link:PACERS VIDEO TUTORIALS
Please let us know your thoughts about the tutorials.  Are they helpful?  All comments/suggestions should be sent to agoetz@pacersinc.org
Make sure to send the tutorial link to your PACERS newspaper staff.  

2010 PACERS CONFERENCE NEWSPAPER

The first-ever PACERS Conference Newspaper is available on our website.

Click here, to download the PDF and read all about it!

CURRENT PACERS PROJECT CONSULTANTS

John Harbuck - Aquaculture

John Walker - Solar and Greenhouse

Dorsey Walker - Solar and Greenhouse

Jennifer Adams - Community Newspaper Project Coordinator

Nikki Lane - Community Documentation and Communications

Andrew Goetz - Membership Coordinator
Jack Shelton - "Getting Down To Business" - PACERS Entrepreneurship 
If your school and community are interested in participating in a PACERS Project please contact us at: admin@pacersinc.org

PACERS NEEDS YOU... SPREAD THE WORD AND GET INVOLVED!  

Remember to forward a copy of this newsletter to those people that you want to know about PACERS. This could include members of the community, local government, newspaper staff, aquaculture project, solar/greenhouse project, community garden project, community center, school staff, local library staff or just supporters of activities in your community.

1) Click Here to join our Mailing List.
2) Register for our blogs: http://www.pacersinc.wordpress.com, and http://pacerscommunitydoc.wordpress.com/, and read about recent happenings in local communities just like yours.  Remember to click the "Email Subscription" button on the top left corner of the blog page and you can choose to get an email alert every time a new post is made on the blog. You can even submit your own success story or event update to mommynik@gmail.com to appear on the blog and even in this newsletter
3) PACERS has started a FACEBOOK Group Page.  Join the group so you can stay connected to all PACERS news and updates: http://www.facebook.com/group.php?gid=336363130447
PACERS is a non-profit (501c3) association committed to sustaining and celebrating Alabama's rural communities and schools and linking them together to build the good futures they seek. As a statewide caucus and advocate for rural communities, it organizes and supports comprehensive rural education and community development programs of national quality.
The PACERS Newsletter is a bi-monthly publication. In order to create a newsletter that informs, we are asking that you contribute to this publication.  Please email any information that you would like to share about your PACERS Chapter, i.e., project updates, chapter business, editorial articles, etc. Please note that we will make every effort to include your submissions however we cannot guarantee that every submission will be included in the newsletter.

All information/submissions should be sent to: Nikki Lane (mommynik@gmail.com)
If possible, print out copies of this newsletter to distribute to your school and community.

Thank you,

Jack Shelton

PACERS Director

Andy Goetz

PACERS Membership Director
