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WHAT’S GOING ON IN 2011-2012
Projects
· PACERS Community Newspapers:  Flomaton HS, Florala HS,  Section HS, Camp Hill Community Chapter; Red Level Elementary; Stevenson Elementary*, Beatrice Elementary*, Oakman HS.  Stevenson and Beatrice are enthusiastic and committed new participants in the program.  Excellent papers—in print and/or on-line formats—are being published.  Auburn University sponsored a very well-attended workshop in the fall.  Consultant: Dr. Jennifer Adams. 
· Aquaculture: Florala HS, Section HS, Flomaton HS, Monroe Tech; Pintala Elem.*, Red Level Elem.* Camp Hill Community.  New programs have been started at Pintlala and Red Level.  Red Level has raised all the funds necessary for its program.  The program at Monroe Tech continues to improve attracting very strong student interest.  Consultant: John Harbuck.
· School/Community Gardens:  Packers Bend, Akron, Beatrice*, Section, Loachapoka, Pintlala*, Camp Hill, and Red Level*.  Garden programs at Beatrice and Akron have received through PACERS additional support from a grant by the Alabama Civil Justice Foundation.  Beatrice hosted a school and community workshop in the fall.  It was attended by representatives from all schools involved in the project.  Community components at Packers Bend and Beatrice have been very strong with food distribution throughout the communities.  Beatrice has used the garden as a basis for study across the curriculum. Consultant:  Jack Shelton
· Greenhouses:  Packers Bend*, Florala, Lockhart. A new passive solar greenhouse has been completed at Packers Bend.  Local volunteers were instrumental in the construction.  The greenhouse, the newly constructed garden pavilion, and the garden itself give MIS comprehensive set up for their rural science program. Consultants: Dorsey Walker, John Walker
· Community Documentation through the Arts: Harlan Elem., Florala HS; Sand Rock Community Chapter; ARC Project “Celebrating Appalachian Communities”—Section and Camp Hill.*  Harlan Elementary and Florala HS are continuing their long term community documentation programs.  A matching grant from the Appalachian Regional Commission has  made possible “Celebrating Appalachian Communities”, community documentation program in Section and Camp Hill.  The year long project will result in local documentation through music, graphic arts, videography, and photography and local celebrations.  The project is aimed at fostering civic engagement by young people and strengthening school and community collaboration.  Consultants: Andrew Goetz, Fred Fluker, Jennifer Adams, Larry Long,  Jack Shelton.
* Project started in 2011
Annual Conference.  The Red Level PACERS chapter and Red Level Elementary School will host the conference to be held on Thursday, April 26th.  Schools and chapters are encouraged to begin raising matching funds to help defray conference costs.  Project sponsors and student participants will report on their activities in 2010-11 and discuss options for 2011-12.  Awards will be made in all project areas.  
Chapter/School Meetings

· Fall, 2011.  The meetings focused on research for the Kettering Learning Agreement,  reviewed the local and statewide status of PACERS, and discussed organizational options and responsibilities including strategies for interpreting PACERS to potential funders and partners. Meetings were held in Camp Hill, Section, Red Level, Florala/Lockhart, Flomaton, Packers Bend, Beatrice, and Pintlala.  
· Spring, 2012.  These dinner meetings will continue the Kettering research and discussion.  Students and teachers will share their work in PACERS projects and options for 2011-12 will be considered.  
Documenting PACERS

· Dr. Jennifer Adams.  During 2011-12, Dr. Adams is conducting research as a basis for the book she is writing on PACERS.  Michigan State University Press has agreed to publish the book.  The MSU interest underscores the importance of PACERS approaches and programs for education in the US, and it confirms Dr. Adams’ capacity as a researcher/writer.
Research

· Learning Agreement/Kettering Foundation.  `Through interviews and community/school meetings in 2011/12,  Dr. Jennifer Adams, Director of Auburn University’s journalism program, will research the implications of PACERS for community ownership of and involvement in schools; for the development of student citizenship; and for community improvement.  Community chapters and/or schools involved are:  Camp Hill, Section, Red Level, Florala, Lockhart, Flomaton, Packers Bend, and Beatrice.
















· Hope Survey: The Hope Survey is a national research instrument that measures students’ motivation, autonomy, sense of belonging and their engagement in learning. The survey will help evaluate the impacts of PACERS projects and approaches and of small school environment.  Schools involved are Florala HS, Harlan Elem., Flomaton HS, Section HS, Beatrice Elem. Monroe Intermediate, Red Level Elem., and Pintlala Elem
December, 2011
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