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‘An Advocate for Programs, Policies Beneficial to Rural Alabama’

Pacers is a non-profit
organization of small ru-
ral Alabama communities
and schools working to-
gether to build the good
futures that they seek.
Pacers programs result
in effective school and
community collaboration
and improved personal
and academic outcomes
for young people.

By Hope Holland
Pacers Mentor

acers 1s working hard to
P bring rural Alabama commu-

nities and their schools clos-
er together to increase community
involvement throughout the state
in order to promote education and
build strong relationships between
students and community members.

A Board of Directors, indi-
vidual members, local chapters,
legislative appropriations, founda-
tions. governmental orgamzations
and partner groups support the
non-profit association’s programs

With the help of community
members and educators, Pacers
can introduce more chapters and
programs to the surrounding areas.

“Pacers 1s an advocate for

programs and policies benefi-
cial to rural Alabama.” as stated
in the Pacers manual It espe-

cially affirms the importance and
achievements of small rural public

Pacers Conference at Florala Hi

By Clarissa Denney
Florala High School

lorala High School hosted
the first Pacers Conlerence

that was ever held at a Pacers
school with roughly 250 attendees
on Tuesday, April 20. Earlier Con-
lerences have typically been held
in Montgomery,

Pacers 15 a non-profit asso-
ctation of rural Alabama commu-
mities and their schools working
together to promote good futures,

The conlerence and projects,
which have been nationally and n-
ternationally recogmzed. are sup-
ported by appropriations from the
Alabama State Legislature, grants,
individual donations and contribu-

schools. It recogmzes that schools
and school districts have been and
are being consistently closed al-
though research does not support
the massive closures that have so
negatively impacted yvoung people
and communities. It 1s commutted
to assisting communities to main-
tain their schools and build on their
strengths.”

Pacers programs introduce
academics, innovation and cre-
ativity through its chapter nstall-
ments. The programs include rural
science, community documenta-
tion through the arts and sciences
and entrepreneurship,

Nikki Lane, the chapter
membership consultant for news-
papers and community documen-
tation, works with twelve schools
across the state to promote student-
published newspapers

The newspaper projects are
an opportunity for students to de-
velop writing and designming skills,
while gaining experience in all as-
pects of producing a communitly
newspaper.

Through writing, editing. in-
terviewing, photography and lay-
out design. the students are learn-
ing the ins and outs of business,
interpersonal relations and news-
paper development.

Through various academic
and artistic formats, students mn
Pacers” Community Documenta-
tion program move beyond tra-
ditional student roles o move
forward prolessionally. By docu-
menting an 1dea visually, the stu-
dents are acting as documenters,
historians and reporters.

tions by chapters.

The conference began with a
welcome by Donny Powell, Prin-
cipal of Florala High and Mayor
Williamson of Florala.

Followmg the introduction,
President Jean Mosley and Pac-
ers Executive Director Dr. Shelton
gave a report on the year’s events,

Pacers supporlers were given
awards durning this time, mclud-
ing Rep. Shelby, David Matthews,
John Harbuek and impressive par-
teipants from varying schools,
such as FCMS for therr newspa-
per, The Cat Chronicles.

Concurrent  breakout  ses-
sions ran throughout the day. The

Ay Goats

The Pacers participants met in Florala, Ala., to discuss the recent projects taking place with the help of Pacers, Inc. it was
a successful day for all participants. The students had the opportunity to learn, develop and hear about projects across

the state of Alabama.

Meanwhile, Pacers promotes
rural science programs like aqua-
culture and solar and greenhouse
energy. In the rural science pro-
gram, students innovate clean en-
ergy resources to raise fish, study
green elforts and grow plants. The
project educates students and pre-
pares them for the [uture of sci-
ence.

Lastly, in an effort to prepare
students for the business world
ahead of them, Pacers teaches stu-

Florala High Fishery provided our
lunch, serving tried catfish, cheese
grits, baked beans and white cake
with chocolate icing,

During the sessions. rep-
resetatives from 13 different
schools discussed their work and
gave an overview of their projects.

Participating schools were
Florala/Lockhart—Florala MS and
HS. Harlan Elementary, Flomaton
HS. Loachapoka Elementary and
HS, Camp Hill—Edward Bell HS.
Akron Community School West.
New Bern—Sunshine HS. Pack-
er’'s Bend—Monroe Intermediate,
Sand Rock HS. Gaylesville HS.
spring Garden HS, Section HS,
Beatrice—J F. Shields HS, Oak-

dents how to operate and create
a strong business plan or model.
Pacers’ programs are an oppor-
lunity for students to learn basic
business practices, while creating
personal accomphishments along
the way. The future of Pacers’ en-
trepreneurship program will allow
students 1o embark on their indi-
vidual business ideas.

Pacers encourages students
and community members to de-
velop resources and build rela-

mang?} ‘a‘tee]e JHS. and Monroe

Technical School.

Sessions were as follows:
Rural Science for Lile: Aquacul-
ture; Rural Science lor Life: Solar/
Greenhouse, Community Docu-
mentation and Entrepreneurship;,
PACERS Community Newspaper;
and a Chapter Meeting,

These presentations took
place at the Floral Middle School,
in the Florala High School gym
and hibrary, and at W.S_ Harlan El-
ementary.

The program was very suc-
cessful, and students at each school
remained undisrupted in their daily
schedules,

tionships  with individuals and
mstitutions to better the future of
Alabama students and schools.

In Aprl, various students,
community members and teachers
attended the Pacers 2010 Annual
Conference, where each program
highlighted 1t’s future efTorts.

Pacers continues i1ts outreach
through its programs and hopes in-
crease the positive effect it has al-
ready placed on the current chap-
ters.

h, Huge Success

Participants were very com-
plimentary of Florala High School
and its student representatives.

“l enjoyed mysell.” said Do-
ris Patterson Irom Edward Bell. ™1
used to live here in Florala where
I worked at the Franklin & Fergu-
son shirt factory. [ think the thing
[ emjoyed the most was the aqua-
culture department. and 1 loved the
fish.”

“I appreciate the Florala
schools.” said Shelton as the day
concluded. “They stepped up. It
was 50 important for everyone o
see this first-hand. Schools are just
a perfect venue for Pacers pro-
grams.”






